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Transition Policy 
 

In this policy, ‘transition’ refers to the movement that takes place from one year to the 
next or from one setting to another. This includes movement from one phase of 
education to the next. 
Moving from one room to another, changing settings, or starting school is an exciting 
time for children but can also be challenging and anxiety-provoking for both children 
and their parents/carers. At Hulme Hall Pre-School, we are committed to putting the 
needs of the child first, while working closely with parents/carers and other 
professionals to make transitions as smooth as possible for everyone involved. 
 

 
Aims  
 

• To ensure children have positive experiences of transitions that promote their 
well-being, learning, and development 

• To inform parents and children about the transition process and how parents can 
support their child 

• To ensure children and parents are actively involved in the transition process and 
that their views are understood and valued 

• To ensure that children access the most appropriate curriculum for their needs 
• To ensure that children continue to make good progress through a high-quality 

and appropriately paced learning experience 
• To promote the view that transition is a process, not a single event 
• To ensure strong communication between staff, parents, and children 

throughout. 
 

Equal Opportunities 
 

Both children and parents are actively involved in the transition process, and their 
perspectives are valued. To promote inclusion throughout transitions, we provide 
support in a variety of ways to ensure positive and effective experiences: 
 

• Using a range of learning styles 
• Using children’s interests and motivations as a starting point for learning 
• Adjusting the conceptual demands of tasks according to each child’s needs. 
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Transition plans will be completed for children with additional needs. 
 
We are committed to: 
 

• Ensuring a smooth transition between settings and rooms for parents, children, and 
practitioners 

• Ensuring that information is shared between settings, including children’s development, 
learning records, and other relevant information 

• Ensuring all parents, children, and practitioners receive sufficient information regarding 
transitions 

• Supporting all children to settle quickly into their new setting or room, so they feel 
secure and motivated to learn. 

 
Key Systems and Procedures 
 

Effective transitions require careful planning and thoughtful implementation. All staff must be 
aware of the systems currently in place to support smooth and effective transitions. 
We aim to make the transition from home to Pre-School as stress-free as possible by following 
our Settling-In Policy. 

 
Transition from Early years to Kindergarten 
 

Although most children moving from Early Years to Kindergarten have already been with us for 
some time, this remains an important transition. It must be planned and carried out in a way 
that meets each child's individual needs: 
 

• Children transfer to Kindergarten one year before starting school or sooner depending 
on their stage of development 

• Prior to this, they will visit Kindergarten with their key person from Early Years. These 
visits introduce the child to their new key person and other staff members 

• The child’s current key person will share relevant information with the new key person, 
including allergies, medical needs, and the child’s learning journey 

• The child will continue visiting Kindergarten with gradually reduced support from their 
key person and for increasing periods of time. This will be tailored to the needs of each 
child 
The new key person will introduce themselves to the child’s parent/carer and provide 
any necessary information. 

 
Partnerships with Parents 
 

Parents are encouraged to be actively involved in the transition process. We aim to ensure they 
understand the principles that underpin it by providing the following: 
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• Notification by the beginning of the final summer half term about which class their child 
will move into 

• Parent meetings in the summer and autumn terms, offering practical information about 
Kindergarten and tips for supporting their child through the transition 

• Invitations to experience the Kindergarten environment, including classroom layout and 
resources, before September 

• Clear information about what to expect in Kindergarten 
• Monthly newsletters detailing curriculum topics and how to support learning at home. 

 
Transition to another Setting 
 

Sometimes children move to a new setting. In such cases, we ensure that the child’s Learning 
Journal and developmental records are fully up to date and passed on to the new setting. With 
parental consent, we are always available to speak with the new setting and share any relevant 
information that may help support the child.  

  
Transition into School 
 

In Kindergarten, we place a strong emphasis on school readiness, ensuring a seamless 
transition into school. A range of strategies, systems, and procedures are in place to support 
this transition: 
 

• Ongoing visits and collaboration with local feeder Reception classes throughout the year 
• Established relationships between the Head of Pre-School and local schools 
• In the final term, children make regular visits to their new schools to become familiar 

with the environment and staff 
• Reception teachers review assessments and learning journals from our Pre-School prior 

to the child’s start 
• Reception teachers visit Kindergarten in the summer term to meet the children, and 

speak with the Head of Pre-School and key persons to ensure continuity of learning 
By ensuring all of these elements are firmly in place, we aim to make transitions for 
children and their families as smooth and stress-free as possible. 
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